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Unionism is the result of generations of constant experiment,
involving many ups and downs. The ideal of Direct Action
means either an arbitrary combination of Trade Unions to
manage a new socio-political system of which there has been
no experience, or a chronic convulsion b}r means of which a
scared legislature is to carry out orders for which it has no
plans.

Now, if the advocates of Direct Action have any real faith
in the principle of government by majorities, they must recog-
nise that if there really exists a majority of workers desiring
a new social system, that majority can give effect to its wishes
at the polls. In that fashion the new plan, whatever it is, can
be canvassed before the whole electorate; and the workers, who
constitute the majority of both sexes, can elect the men whose
programme satisfies them. To propose Direct Action instead
of that method of national propaganda and open Parliamentary
action is to reveal a belief that the majority of the workers do
not desire the particular measures which the advocates of Di-
rect Action propose There is only one inference The "Ac-
tionists" (to use a convenient name for them) believe that they
can secure majority votes in the trade organisations where they
could not secure Parliamentary majorities in the constituencies
That is to say, the vote to be obtained in the trade organisa-
tions does not really represent the deliberate choice even of
the majority of the wrorkers, to say nothing of the millions
whom the Actionists dismiss from consideration as bourgeois
It represents only a manipulation of the workers* votes by a
minority who zealously work the "machine" while the major-
ity of the workers let the matter alone To the end of Direct
Action, then, will be a mere Directorate of Labour leaders who
for the time being hold power like so many Tammany Bosses,
and who can dictate a policy only so long as they are able to
combine upon one.

For the mass of the workers there is no more safety or sta-
bility in such a policy than there is for the rest of society.
Labour solidarity, like the solidarity of any other aggregate,
depends on the general conviction that the general interest is
being preserved. Any Labour Directorate which might attain
either virtual or actual political power as a result of Direct
Action would have to satisfy the demands of every Labour sec-
tion, as manipulated by its special leaders, who would insist
that Direct Action must work out to their group interest as